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For your inforrnalion

As Bethany and l have made the Énal additions and changes to this issue in mid
November. I hope that that will give enough time for printing and posting so as to see
the result in membersÄ hands before Christmas. Many club magazines are now
distributed onlinc and some clubs have introduced different subscriptions for online or
print magazine delivery. For the moment we are staying with print and are not charging
a subscription beyond the joining fec.There is enough in the bank account to sustain
this for some time to come.

James Sleeman has done a great job scanning the back issues and the run scarchable on
our website, www.phonograph.org.nz, is now either complete from the beginning in
I965 or lacking only one or two issues which we are sure to Énd. We know from corre-
spondence that the digitised copies are being read.The Society owns some rare original
catalogues and these should be added to the website soon.

From us at Vintage Phonograph Society of New Zealand Ñheadquarters", best wishes to
all for Christmas and the New Year.

Gavin East
Edit( )IÇ
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We Welcome a New President

At the 2022 Annual (icneral Meeting Edan Bowman accepted nomination as
President and was elected. Though Edan has not been a member of our society
for very long, many olÇus have known him for some years thanks to his
interest in mechanical music and his involvement in other clubs. one of which
has provided him with good training for the role of President.

Edan will be relieved to know that a photo ofÇhim at a pianola will not be
appearing in every issue. Kathleen Campbell took this one at a recent meeting
and it was too good not to use.

The beautiful old house pictured is
Curragh. built in (Çhristchurch in
I865 and moved to FerrymeadÇs

historic township in about 1971. It
is managed and curated by Friends
of Ferrymead. of which organisaÖ
tion lidan Bowman and Kathleen
Campbell are active members. We
have enjoyed meetings in (Çurragh
twice this year and look forward to
more.
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PresidentÄs Report
Vintage Phonograph Society of New Zealand Inc.

57TH AGM Ö 26.09.22
by David Peterson

It is my pleasure to present this report to the 57th Annual General Meeting of
the Vintage Phonograph Society 0 New Zealand Incorporated.

While we have had one or two of our meetings cancelled over the past 12
months due to the ongoin nature of the Covid pandemic, it would appear that
this is now behind us an our more recent monthly meetings have returned to
regularly being held on the fourth Monday of each month.

During this past year we have had some interesting social meetin s, with visits
to the private home cinema and Élm collection of [an and Bev Fis er and a visit
to the recently opened display of the Dini Collection at Ferrymead being highÖ
lights. As always, the meal we shared together prior to Christmas was enjoyed
by those who attended.

We have welcomed Nu Wright in to the position of Secretary for the Society.
Nu continues to be an active. art of our local. group here m Christchurch and we
apprecrate very much her wr lmgness to assrst where needed.

With an active resence online, we receive various email enquiries from mem-
bers of the pubiic who have a machine with problems or that they would like
to know something more about. In many cases where there are signiÉcant
mechanical issues such as a broken spring, we are not able to help as much as
we would like with commercial repairers not available locall . However where
and when we can, we have been able to offer assistance an advise which has
led to a positive outcome for the machine owner who contacted us. This is very
satisfying.

1 would again like to give my sincere thanks to Gavin East for his ongoin work
as Treasurer for the society and also Editor of the ma azine. I know t at the
magazine in particular takes a lot of work to bring toget er and that the work he
does, with assistance from Bethany Bond who mana es the layout, is appreci-
ated by the membership. Thank you also to the memÉers of the committee and
those who have welcomed us in to their homes for our monthly meetings.

With my two year term as President coming to an end this evening, I would like
to w1sh the incoming Presrdent and committee the best of success leading our
small but enthusrastic group over the coming year.



Some Early Films With Synchronised Sound on You'lhbe
by Gavin East

In my meanderings around YouTube I have stumbled across several examples
of very early Élm synchronised with sound recordings. I donÄt think there is a
(ioogle search which will bring all these up so I hope the following links are of
interest. The Érst two Élms were intended to be shown with sound while the last
two were not but have been combined with appropriate recordings.

From books on the history of cinema
l was familiar with a grainy still, from
an Edison Élm made in 1894 or 1895,
showing a man playing a violin next
to a recording horn while two other
men dance. Google ÑThe Dickson
Experimental Sound Film" for the
full story. I knew the Élm had surÖ
vived but did not know until recently
that the wax cylinder still exists and
was repaired in I998 with the result
that we can see and hear this glimpse
of the dawn of motion pictures.

1906 saw the premiere in Vienna of
the Operetta ÑKunstlerblutÅ. com-
posed by Edmund Eysler and liter-
ally translated as ÑArtistsÇ Blood"
but titled ÑThe Love CureÅ for a later
adaptation. Alexander Girardi (I850Ö
l9l8) recorded ÑRauschliedÅ from

the Operetta for the Messter Biophon
system of Élm synchronised with
sound on disc and both Élm and disc
have survived in near perfect condi-
tion. Though I have no idea what (liÖ
rardi is singing about, I enjoy this for
the melody and for GirardiÇs obvious
mastery of the stage. The picture and
sound quality are so good that I can

just about imagine sitting in a theatre
in Vienna in I906!



whatever later sound Élms she made may

I hope that those who seek out the abow
Please let me know of others like them!
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Ñ Dulcetto Å Ñ Standapbones.Ä

't COMBINATION DISC MACHINE AND STAND.

No 1. Complete as illustrated.' No. 2. Complete as Illustrated.

TAKES ANY 5121: RECORD. PRICE ' Ü5 5 O
WINDS WHILST RUNNING Cabinet grey Énished oak with bronze

_ ornamentation. Large áower horn. Takes
Pr'ce ' Ü3 3 0 any size record. Winds whilst running.



No. 3. Complete as illustrated.

y Wood. polished.
No, 4Ç CuompleÇeà:ln Éne Chen- omamenu-d 1

Powerful Motor. Beautifully Énished.
Gohelisk >hapc m Ilalian Ñ731nm.

eman Silver. Inside of Cabinet can be used 101' 510

PRÇCE ' Ü8 8 0 records. Large Flower ham. Ver powerful Mote

PRICE - - Ü13 13 o

PRICES INCLUDE PACKING CA8 .

l. 7 ) aV NOR. pr
plele catalogue of e

Conlincmal phonogr:
longer exist. Amongl

earthquake v

hrislehureh found an ineom

lumbia, Gramophone Company and

y some copies were made as the original may no

daphones". three of which look as iflhe slighlesl

their name
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It was a rewarding moment recently. when I stood back and listened to an Edison 2 minute wax cylinder
played with a Bettini Miero-Reprodueer,

The [Edison Model B Home phonograph with banner transfer (pictured). will have been made around 1906.
Bettini reproducers were Érst available as an afterÖmarket accessory (or improvement as Gianni Bettini

would claim) in the mid à late 1890Çs and in the case ofthe ÇHÇ model manufactured to Ét the Edison Home
Phonograph. they tend to be seen on ÇSuitcaseÇ and Çlow case' Model A Home machines which

were available for sale around the time that Bettini attachments were actively sold. My understanding is
that this particular Bettini attachment, previously owned by Walter Norris. was found as old shop stock that

had never been fitted to a machine and Walter chose to Ét it to this Model B Home.

After servicing the phonograph motor and giving the machine and reproducer a careful clean and polishÇ
I enjoyed listening to some two minute cylinders loud and clear from the Bettini MicroÖreprodueer!

David Peterson

I hope to feature an article on the Bettini equipment and records so far found in Nevà Zealand à- lid.
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THEATRE ROYAL
cums'rcnuncu

Purim J. c. William m.) m.

3.

J. c. Wtuutrsou

Entertainers

THIRD
COMPANY

'CommclaÇ

Saturday, November 8
1914

t ,

For 3 SHORT SEASON

tinny Weldon

lwmwmmwww I
n 1 "not. nun-VIII. 2-: IllÖÑll..." on. an.

'hristehureh had two theatres at which variety programmes could be enjoyed. Both Vl
ijor Australian Érms. the Theatre Royal by Williamson's and the Opera House (later

by lÄullerÇsV The performers were mostly from Australia but sometimes Included sta
Çty sÇlzlge. One such was Harry Weldon (IXX | ~ I 930) who recorded his sketches ÑStill
Ñ l'he white hope" tor llM\' AlsÇu on this bill were Luean and MeShane. later famol

film as Ñ( lld Mother Riley and her daughter Kitty"

'71..



y foÉhmd Çby TOM KELLY, STU! FOLEY, THE BIG F
OÄMJARA & BURKE and MA 5 HOWARTH
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BRIDGET 0FUNK

(WHEREYE YA BEEN 21
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3111yÇ11lung;
and

D New Zealand the sheet music for popular songs of the 1920Äs was commonly published by Albert in Sydney
nd featured Australian singers. For a change this title shows the American artists associated with the song. Thi
and other Victor recordings by Aileen Stanley and Billy Murray were pressed in Australia by IIMV in the tenà

inch plum label liA series.



Bert Ralton

and His World Fariious

HAVANA BAND

Record I Only lor

Columbia _

Wmcwns

Over Fifty Titles to choose 5

lrom, including the llems ,,
Featured this Evening. 1

Catalogues Free on Request.

WEBLEYÄS '

FIVE SHILLINGS EACH.

3

i! 243 HIGH STREET - CHRISTCHURCH I

For a short season opening on Boxing Night 1924Ç audiences in the Theatre Royal in Christchurch really
were treated to a Variety perfonnancc. Not only could they see and hear Bert Ralton and the Havana Band

(or part of it at least) from London but the bill also Included the famous female impersonator Bert Errol and
the line English music hall comedienne Marie Kendall. The original ofthis printed programme is badl}

damaged. David Peterson has done wonders to get it as good as it is

14



THEATRE ROYAL
CHRISTCHURCH

N.Z. ENTERTAINERS Present

RaltonÄs Havana Band
BERT ERROL

And a Brilliant Company.
Gym-ml Manage! .. , A. R. SHEPARD
Tnm'mg \Iauagl-r ,7 VVAIXIÇER P MONK
Treasurer . . ,, IRVINE KLSTON
Stage Manny-r . I'J Hl'lllÇ
MusuÇhl lÇirtÄctm , .. AHTHIIH (1', FORBES-1

Ç _..'ÜL-.Ärt . u._
BLRT KALTON



Çt i A, , _ W is the most recent! - invented
ElÑ ÉAMO PHONE âmm; martini,à and mt t â excels any other kind of instrument yer lnvtÇntkd. \Hm.

rbuysagramophone buys a. box at the apex-3Ç Åmg
new innerty church, secures permanent admission to

her-best musrc halls in the country, can order out the
most dashing military hand our army has at a momvnt's
ÅÉgment: make the great ianoÖplayers of the rim his

f 1 rent servants, an can 0 a great many other [lungs
. , Åh would have ut somebody in danger of bring
mt" witchcra t had they been attempted by our
Ä _ m.

PRICES Z
?W with 81: Records and

; ., . clock-work motion Ü10 10 o
,1": do. hand upper-Mus '1 m 03m per dozen 2 8 o

e Collins-street, MELBOURNE.

Steve James spotted this advertisement, dated l I .lune l898. in a bound volume otÇthe Sydnc} maga/ine
ÑThe Bulletin'i At thIs early date Berliner machines and records would have been Imported from the National

(iramophonc Company in the USA. The machine in these photographs turned up in (Çanterhunr incomplete hut
và 1111 the early steel hom as Shown in the advertisement. The machine was completed with replica parts from

Australia and the present owner wisely decided not to repaint the horn
The advertisemenlÄs reference to a hand cranked Gramophone is intriguing. The hand cranked

model illustrated in American ad\ertisements of this period is an extremely rare machine
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Meeting reports July to October 2022
by Gavin East

Our monthly meeting in July 2022 was an informal one at Ferrymcad Heritage
Park in Christchurch where we viewed the Dini Collection in Its new building
and met Janine Campbell, the ParkÄs Curator. It was a daytime meeting on a
rather cold and re winter afternoon so we were grateful that Edan Bowman
had arranged wit riends of Ferrymcad to use Curragh Cottage in FerrymeadÄs
historic township and had a Ére glowmg in the drawing room. We even had a
tram specially laid on for the ride down to the Dim building.

Though some items in the Dini Collection have been on display at Ferrymcad
since soon after Bill Dini died in 1980, there has long been a need for a more
Éttin permanent settin and the new building goes a ong way toward achievÖ
ing t is. Janine has use the large new display cases to group categories of ma-
chines in a propriate and attractive combinations. For example, ill may have
had New ealandÄs largest and most varied collection of organettes and they
look very impressive displayed together.

After a good look around the Dini Collection we made our way back to Curragh
Cottage where members of Friends of Ferrymcad had pre ared a very welcome
afternoon tea. Curra yh Cottage, an l860Äs house rescue from demolition and
moved to Fergmea , is built on a more generous scale than many of the Érst
generation of hristchurch homes and I am not the only member of our society
who thinks it would be a lovely house in which to live Ö except perhaps for the
stairs.

ln Au ust 2022 we met in Peter_ HarrisÄ home for the Érst formal meetin v since
Ma t is year Ö not that there is a great deal of difference between Ñ ormalÅ
an ÑinformalÅ for our group. An email en uiry had reminded us that the latest
digitised issues of our magazine on the we site are from 2015 so we agreed to
get cracking and bring the webSitc up to date With James SleemanÄs help. CanÄt

ave people thinking we have Ézzled out, can we?

As an example of the range of enquiries which arrive as emails at our hotmail
address, Dav1d Peterson mentioned his correspondence With the owner of an
HMV 163 who is making a replacement lid stay, not an easy Job.

Nu Wright told us of her recent visit to son Alan and his family in Germany
belflore _we enjoyed supper and a look round PeterÄs varied and well displayed
co ection.

September is AGM time and this year it was lovely to meet once again at John
HastilowÄs home in Christchurch. The AGM was done and dusted in about
ten minutes with the annual accounts for 2021/22 passed and the subscription
waiver and $25.00 joining fee conÉrmed for another year. David Peterson 5 reÖ
gort as President was received with thanks. DavidÄs two year term as President

aving ended, we were very leased to welcome Edan Bowman to the posmon.
Following the election of o cers the lineup for 2022/23 is:

Patrons: Lyndse Drummond and Tony Airs
President: Edan owman
Vice President: Robert Sleeman
Secretary: Nu Wright I 7



Treasurer: Gavin East
Committee: Wilf Boon, Roger Brown, Peter Harris, Kathleen Campbell plus
David Peterson as immediate past President

Moving straight into the monthl meeting for September 2022, it was satisfying
to know that almost all issues 0 our magazine are now digitised and searchable
on the website. The few remaining gaps should not pose a roblem. l have been
a member since the foundation meeting in 1965 and woulid never have thrown
any of my issues away Ö but putting my hands on particular ones is another
matter!

David Peterson mentioned a_hotmail enquiry which could almost be described
as horrifying. A person movmg house had Ç brokenÅ their phonograph and the
photos proved this to have been an understatement. The machine appeared to

ave been dropped from the top of a skyscraper. It would have been distressing
enoughhad the machine been an Amberola 30 but from the fra rments in the

hotos it ap cared to be a Columbia Model A of ca. l897. Davi was going to
iiaise with t 6 owner and offer what advice he could.

On a happier note, Robert Sleeman told us of his and AverylÄs recent trip to
Queensland, thou h family commitments got in the way of contacting collector
friends there. Wil Boon mentioned the latest ÑdeÉnitely ÉnalÅ addition to his
collection, an Edison Fireside refurbished by David Peterson. We agreed with
Edan BowmanÄs su estion to include some of the Socict Äs remaining petal
horns and steel neeg es on one of the stalls at the Labour weekend market at
Ferrymead.

During the meeting JohnÄs current house uest strolled into the room and inÖ
spected each of us in turn. We did not mm at all SlnCC the guest was one Mo-
zart, a large and affable feline belonging (to the extent that cats ever belong) to
JohnÄs neighbours.

Nu Wri ht had hoped to host the October 2022 meeting but was recovering
from a s i ht indisposition so Edan Bowman _ uickl put on his Friends of FerÖ
rymead Ñ atÅ and made Curra h Cottage avai able or us again. It was good to
welcome Steve James back a ter his overseas trip and admire the latest addiÖ
tions to his Victorian sheet music collection.

Edan showed us a neat handout he had com iled and printed to romote our
society at Ferrymead. No_ steel needles had een sold at the mar et stall that
weekend but, to our surprise, someone had bought one of the petal horns.

We had learned with sadness of the passing of North Island member Jim Crook.

Edan led a useful. preliminary discussion on the .new Incorporated Societies
Act which comes into operation next year and which requires every soc1ety to
submit a constitution complying With new requirements.

We discussed recent hotmail enquiries and I was able to report that we can refer
spring and motor repairs to two Australian repair services. Another enquirer
wanted information on an inherited gramophone. As it showed all the signs of
the classic crapophone I hope my reply was sufÉciently tactful.

l8



Advertisements
Wanted to Buy:

Dancing Rastus or similar Égures to Ét on old gramophone records.
Please email: v.rhrom1@amuri.net or phone 004 3 312 4477 (NZ)

Wanted to Buy or Exchange:

HMV No.4 soundhox, gold Énish and early style with ÑHis Master's
VoiceÅ printed on lront. Record dusters W:llll New Zealand shop names.
Gavm East, 4A Lyttelton Steel, Lincoln 7008, New Zealand,
email: gavexcat88@gmail.com

Wanted to Buy:

TANZA 78's featuring vocals hyJohn lloskins. Please contact WillÇ
Boon via the SocietyÄs email address, nzph()n()soeiety@hotmail.c()m or
phone (03) 332 2897

Wanted to Buy:

'lÇANZA records 790: Pixie Williams singing ÑMaorilandÅ and ÑSailing
Along on a MoonlieainÅ, mth the Allan Shand Orchestra. Would be
interested 111 other TANZA records, please send me numbers.
Contact Francis Young at hiyoung@xtra.eo.nz or phone ()7 549 2767.

Wanted to buy:

Large cygnet crane Willi adjuster spring. The repo ones the society used
to make would be Éne. Chris Rogers 3 VVindhanl St Vic Australia 3749
email e.m.rogers@b1gpond.com.au

l9



Dedicated bx Mr. Snmllo to Sir George grey. 5 WW
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. (George Harry) Snazelle (1848Öl9l2) had a successful career as a baritone on the operatic stage in
:land before he became a wcllÖknown racontcur and entertainer, visrting Australla and New Zealand
:ral times in the 1890Çs. the decade from which this song appears to date, Snazelle recorded his two
famous monologues, ÑA Whistllng YarnÑ and ÑI low Bill Adams Won the Battle ofWaterlooÇI for th

Gramophone Company and Edison Bell. Thanks to Steve James for this photo


