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CLAUDE E. women

It is with sincere regret that we announce the death on April 26 of the Society's Patron, Claude
E. Woledge. Mr. i‘loledge, who was in his eighty—third year, was elected Patron at the inaugural Meeting
of’thé Society and had held that position ever since. Most of you will have come to know a little about
him-:‘through his articles in this magazine; some of us knew him personally and have spent many evenings

Ixtalldng, asking questions and listening. His memory of the early days of the Talking Machine and more
"jfdrtieularly in Christchurch was remarkable and it was nothing for him to list the nmes of the buyers
of. a certain model of phonograph. While he recognised the merit of other manufacturers of phonographs
and records be was essentially an 'Edison' man and he loved to read and discuss the various 1’cets of
Edison's life and work.

Phonographs were not his only interest. He followed sport keenly, particularly rugby and Saturday
afternoons in the season more reserved for 'listening—inll He was keenly interested in world affairs
and in music; in his lifetime having played a hunter of musical instruments.

The photograph we have chosen for our illustrations page is not the best we have of Mr. {Voledge
but me think it is the one he would have wanted us to choose It shows him playing his Edison Amber-ole n
as he had done so often over the years. He sometimes spoke of his reluctance to part with it should
he have to leave his home. We are happy for him that he parted 'from it' and not 'with it'.

FOR YCUR IHF'ORMATION
This issue of The Phonographic Record will reach you a little earlier than usual to enable us to post

with it a pro-Conference supplement prepared by three of our members who are on the organising Committee
of the Convention. This supplement introduces to those attending some of the subjects to be discussed
at the Convention; to those who will not be there it provides much information of value.
ONLY A GRAMOPHONE BETWEEN THEM March 8 was the date of a wedding which was very mucha 'Society' «
affair. Member Roger Cole married Ruth, daughter of member David Williams and a third member, Colin
Gordon was groomsnan. On our illustrations page is a photograph especially requested. It shows that
even on a wedding day a gramophonc can come between the happy couple. Best wishes for the future to you
both!

EDISON AND MOTION PICTURES by A.J.R.
In our last issue, I wrote of the zeotrope and how Eadueerd Muybridge used the principle of

'persistence of vision' to show the movement of various animals.
Edison had seen huybridge's pictures in 1886. About this time he was very busy developing the

phonograph and it had occurred to him that if it was possible to record sound, he should be able to



34.

codmtioninasinilarm. Hisdesmiptionofasuitnhlopieeeofnppnratmisimmstixx-
amexperinentingupmanochineihichdoestoruneeye shntfizemonagrsphdoesrortheeorma
:the recordings!!! rcproductiooorthiminnotion.....-u m imntiooconsists 51191th
ntinmuslyeseriesorpictmsocanfimntimls "unsalphetcgraxdfisgthcsesedeactpio-
rresinaoontinuousspimlouncylindcrorplateinthomnanneressemdiszocosdodona
onograph."

heinportmtpointsshafldbcnetedhem- firstlythstmison mposedusingonlynsingle
scrotal-recording. Witnillhcmed hedon'sinenyusedaseriosotmasto
card his galloping horses altlnudztho Frame mmmmyasimem Sammy,
singhisthimdnsonthedesign dthcahem hemaaodthconenedfincbcingmedtorhoth
cordingendmpmduotion. Inhisdcsctiptimotunoproposodmchinehodeesneuionthopossihility
'mcordixgthepicturoson'oconfinooesstzip'butsaastthbmmtoowdfiiculticnietho
y." ItsthbomtadflntEdimnmmtthofinthmtnsinscseriuafpbotmpbsin
strip- aslongegoasmt.A.Deoos, smudmiedout (cam)flnidaaotncbain
fihotphotomphsmlfingmdhythopersistcmoetdsimgifingflnammotmtion.
sidaassoreneverplttothepncticaltost. ‘

Assaybeimgimmm'smmmltomfismotmnphsmaqfimmnimpim
zedpicturcs- infoct.fl1ogstartodoutntunlg1l16thincqut¢mlntorimsodto
inch. Pmblaskeptumugafimfiflflhswndmhdththoshofldnhuflmtbecyhndcrpnmi—
einfavouroflenglmgthsofcclluloindonldho‘mll‘edup.sostheha'cah—thmugxhems
eding. Itismwnedthatohmfldisonsutbetiftyteotmfiomspemllymedfuhk,
exchimeth‘sit—ne'regotith murklihhcll!"
Androrklihhcllhdisen‘sraithfelassistontsdid. 0nOctober6th1889,nhenEdJsonreunned .
thersEmeLtmhasnsastcnt,IJJ.muckmiuondnrhcnodmammnhd
ehandleotanochioconmchhehadbeenkaing. Itnsthe'hnetoscope'andcttachcdtoit
snphenogroph Ashiwhenunnhedthcnacfinehis'm,-flichen1¢imase'appeorodonthe
moMmmMMthMBszdedmh-Mghdtosecm
ck. Ihopeyoumsatistiedsiththefineto-m" here,thcnnsthefirsteunploot
lkingpictures.
Amthertmnsfusttoradzsmuthenzstmledwlmmcmmchmumfim

stated Annabelle. a theatrical fluorite of the any.
InsuchoshortmichMclestomlexslfiectIheveheufmedte-mntiocmlqarewot

ehiehlightsoftbemlghistoryotnoticnpictmes.hutIhcsedocesointhehopetbatmsill
Wtereaddecperutlfistnscinstinnspectotmison‘swrk. Lesteneshoumthimt
atmimnmsdwayscminmthmhdimlfillclsodthnmfimMnlmm
utetoEadweardlnybdflein‘iar-
"Iheveconstmctednlitthinstrmentshiehlcallaxinetoseope, Iithanickeluudslut

tochnent. mammmmtummfimhwwmmhfi
irearthattheynllmtomomnthdrcosb mwmmatmm
:harcct‘ertogettheplblictoinmstin."

WMWQW 31mm.
Geuflogfi Havirulocatedthogsarmsible, tushétlymmmortheethu-gcar

aelitpossible. Mlubricatefitbplmormtemudputwfiththomin-
swise. measly-Maltauftiveistomtn-weithorManmchimerh:
:tingthussdo. Mmisesnudisappoorassoenulsadispetonthotmntnblefihm
aneedleisplccod'cntheroooxd.) .
m nomttmuhlmharimisthcmedzthotepotthenotorohmthem-

mwmmmummn Platypfgnphitoaeheshouldfixthis
1r1tumMmmmuflmwmthsthhem



THE LATE

CLAUDE E. WOLEDGE

THE Fnas'r Known»: PICTURE SHOWING Tue

Rum & Rose». COLE COUPLING or Souuo mo Fum



56.

cnetines the slaclmess may be taken up by hammering the top and bottom sides of the top plate towards
1e centre. But do not get carried away ~ test after every few taps: The same procedure can be used
men a turntable is loose on the shaft. with other bearings, dryness is again the usual trouble and
good application of grease will do the trick. Note:- on new machines the winding mechanism
ncludes a spring wound around a shaft to stop it from turning in the wrong direction. Never try
a dismantle this part as it stops the mainspring from unwinding via the handle. Grease as well as
assible but do not use too much!

Once all trouble spots have been attended to, you are ready to re-assemble the motor. The spring
hit is always first, followed by the other gears. Ensure that all gears are well lubricated with
reuse. A graphite grease is usually used but any other general purpose grease may be used. After
aassembly, oil the pad controlling the governor and ensure that all moving parts are well lubricated.
aka care with the governor: The ends of the shaft usually fit into holes in the end of short rods;
zese holes being off-centre to facilitate adjustment of the governor in relation to the driving
ear- As well, the whole governor unit can move backwards and forwards more than a quarter of an.
nch. It is vital to ensure that the governor is operating freely and there should be a fair bit
r fore-end-eft play when the unit has been fastened in to place. Once the motor is reassembled,
'Lnd it fully and check operation to ensure that it is working properly and that no further lubri-
ation or adjustment is necessary. Remount motor on to the top of the mounting board and the job
5 done.

HOW THE PHONOGRAPHIC RECORD IS PRODUCED

This issue is the second to last of volume four and the twenty-sixth published. Over this period
E” three and a half years, we have, partly by design and partly by circumstance, formed an editorial
atteru and we feel that .it is time we told you how we. go about producing the magazine and how you
an assist us.

Bach normal-sized magazine contains approximately 3,300 words. The Society has eighty members
nose range of collecting is wide, therefore to try to do our best to interest as many members as
assible, we feel it is preferable to print soy ten shorter articles and produce ten pictures than
use longer articles. After the format of the magazine has been planned there comes the planning
r the illustrations; this often means taking photographs especially for the occasion. When all is
rganised the full text has to be typed ten words a line double spacing so that the printers can
stimate quickly the length of any article and thus give us the very fine layout which you see in
ion issue. We are telling you this so that you pill sympathize with the following rules and re-
:lations and understand that we do not work on a 'there's no reason for it - it's just our policy'
was.

While no article is to- be longer than soowords in one issue: this does not prevent a longer
rticle being written and divided over two or more issues. We are sorry this restriction is
acessary and if you find it difficult to adhere to, recall the old saying 'quality not quantity.‘

' All articles to be uritten or typed on one side of the paper only and preferably with double
pacing. Any photographic prints for the magazine to be medium to light in tone. Darker tones are
aclined to reproduce solid black. It you feel you cannot present a finished article we would still
ppreciate the information incluling if possible a photograph even if only in the form of a negative.

[Jolson Imms............
mom on}: and cowering by Walter r. Norris.

lluch has been written about the life of Edison and his inventions and it is from these publica-
Lons that we reproduce information under this heading.

Concrete is an interesting subject in any age and at present precast concrete is the modern
ethod of producing permanent buildings in a short space of time. Although this is a new idea by
>dny's standard, Edison thought of precast concrete nearly sixty years ago. he became interested in
reducing iron ore from low iron deposits of which only 18 to 20 per cent was pure iron. He settled
1 a site 1200 feet above sea level in a place named after him near Ogdensburg about 60 miles West of
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Newark, New Jersey. He designed and built sane of the largest and fastest rock-busting machines
then heard of. The first stage consisted of two hm rollers capable of crushing rocks the size
of a piano and from there to smaller ones, ending up in crushing the stone to the consistency of
sand; after which it was fed over his newly invented Magnetic Ore Separator. The ore power could
not be used as a ponder so it had to be mixed with a sticky substance and c =nverted in to briquettes.

All this privcd, after years of experiment to be a successful venture in that Edison achieved
production of between upon and1,500 tons of briquettes per day. This was in 1897 - but it was too
late. The price of iron ore was between six and seven dollars per ton when he started production
but by 1897 the price had fallen to $2.65 which meant that Edison was lcsing thousands and was
forced to close down. After closing the 'Ogden Baby' as Edison called it, he turned to cement
manufacture. . .

He purchased a tract of limestone in Eastern Pennsylvania and brought his Giant Rollers-from
Ogdensburg to crush rock. This plant was completed in 1907 and was capable of turning out 1000 barrels
of canent every twenty-four hours while other manufacturers could turn out only two hundred. Edison,
not content with this, improved his plant to the point of producing 1100 barrels per day- He also
improved the quality of the cement, grinding it more finely, and being more exact in his weighing and
measuring of the mixture.

In 1908, he conceived the idea of poured cement houses which could be cast in one piece in about
six hours. His aim was to produce cheap housing foruorlmen and to do it on the scale of mass produc-
tion. A house of six rooms was to be built with the aid of cast iron moulds and was to cost three
hundred dollars. The house was to consist of cellar, roof, floors, walls, stairways, doors, windows ’
and baths all produced in one piece leaving only plumbing and electrical wiring to be done after-
wards. This was in the staggering tine of four days. It appears Edison put up several of these
houses near West Orange in ’3910; these were plain in design: and did not take on although, through
the use of a special additive, a jelly like glue type substance which caused the concrete to flow
evenly, a smooth finish was achieved.

Note:- If we have interested you in this aspect of Edison's work we suggest you read
'Edison' by Matthew Josephson.

MELBA'S GIFT BOOK_ of Australian Art and Literature

Nellie Melba was an Australian by birth and upbringing and for the whole of her lifetime was
proud to introduce herself so.

Her talent showed itself early in her life and after early training in her own country she
arrived in England with various letters of introduction to men of music. But no-one did anything
for her. She had however, one letter left - to Madame Mathilde Marchesi in Paris. Marchesi was one
of the most famous living teachers of singing of that time. Melba waited anxiously for Marchesi's
verdict after she had sung. She was not left long in doubt. Marchesi's excited cry to her husband
"Salvatore, Salvatore, at last I have found a star!" was to be fulfilled to the limit over the
years.

After nine months of intensive training, Marchesi decided that it ms time for Melba to make her
debut. But where? An offer came from Brussels and it was here on October 15, 1887 as Gilda in
'Rigoletto'. Her success was immediate and it was this reception by the Belgian people which made
her write many years later:-

"There is a personal reason for the appearance or this book. I was born in Australia and I glory
in the land of my birth. But as an artist I was born in Belgium. I made my debut there; my first
appearance in opera was at Brussels, and I can still hear the cheers of my first audience, the
kindly warm-hearted Belgians whose generous recognitim of the unknown artist from distant Australia
gave me hope and courage to persevere."

This is the beginning of A Word of Explanation - the introduction to Melba's Gift Book which
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